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INTRODUCTION 

Dear Delegates, 
 
We are proud to welcome you to the second edition of BruxMUN at the Committee of the 
Regions in Brussels, heart of Europe, capital of European and International institutions. 
BruxMUN is a two-day conference that will push 150 university and high school students to 
develop their diplomatic and social skills and to engage themselves in their own education.  
 
Model United Nations (MUN) simulations are popular exercises for those interested in learning 
more about the United Nations. It is estimated that more than 400,000 students worldwide 
participate every year in MUN at all educational levels – from primary school to university. 
Many of today’s leaders in law, government, business and the arts participated in MUN as 
students.1 
 
In order to contribute to your efficient preparation of the session, we have compacted a set of 
information inside this Committee Guide that will help you through your researches on the 
debated topic in the Human Right Council. Naturally, information inside this guide are only a 
complement to your research and should not be considered as sufficient for the Committee 
session. It has to be considered as a first immersion in the topic that will be under discussion. 
The quality of your performance during the committee sessions will only depend on the 
individual preparation and the side researches that you will conduct before the session. 
 
Preparing for MUN conferences can be quite complex when you don’t know where to start, 
that is why this guide will help you navigate through the various realities that surround the 
committee’s topics. The way to use a study guide is very simple. First and foremost, it is 
essential to entirely read it in view of acquiring a general knowledge about the committee’s 
topic. Afterwards, once you become familiar with the topics through the pages of the study 
guide, you will most probably encounter many unanswered questions that we strongly 
encourage you to answer by using the wide array of information that can be found online. In 
short, a very good way of preparing for an MUN conference is to combine your individual 
researches with the information contained in the Study Guide, which are not sufficient as such. 
The latter will serve you to understand what is the current stance of your topic as well as the 
blocs and some countries position on it.  

We wish you an enriching preparation of your country’s position, and we hope you will have 
a wonderful experience in taking part to a MUN conference.  

 

Ysaline REID, Chair for the Committee 
Zeynep Sila SAGINC, Co-chair for the Committee 

                                                
1 https://outreach.un.org/mun/ 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE CHAIR FOR THE UNHCR 

Ysaline REID, 21 years old – Chair 

Ysaline finished her bachelor in law at the University Saint-Louis Brussels in June 2019. She 
has already participated to several Model United Nations Conferences as a delegate. In March 
2019 she participated to the National Model United Nations in New York with the Saint-Louis 
Delegation as a delegate for the Republic of Armenia in the COP-UNFCCC. According to her, 
Model United Nations Conferences are incredible opportunities to better understand the world 
of diplomacy, international relations and governance. It is also an occasion to meet thousands 
of students around the world which are passionate about international relations and diplomacy. 
According to her, the debates held in Committee during a MUN truly contributes to the 
empowerment of young people by allowing them to improve their skills in public speaking and 
by helping them understand the role that youth can play in international relations.  
 
 
Zeynep Sila SAGINC, 18 years old - Co-chair 

Zeynep is in her first year of bachelor in law at the University Saint-Louis Brussels. She is also 
the event officer of UNYA Brussels (United Nations Youth Association). As she grew up in 
Africa, mostly in countries where there was crisis, she knows the importance of the role of the 
United Nations in such countries. That is why she is also interested about human rights and 
international relations. According to her, MUN is a unique experience where students learn a 
lot about diplomacy, negotiations and international relations, which will help them to develop 
a deeper understanding of current world issues. She also thinks it helps participants to develop 
their speaking, debating, and writing skills, in addition to critical thinking, teamwork, and 
leadership abilities. And of course, it is an incredible opportunity to meet young people from 
all over the world who are interested in current world issues. 
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ABOUT THE HUMAN RIGHT COUNCIL 
The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is the only inter-governmental 
organisation responding to all human rights abuses across the globe by exposing violators and 
demanding change and it is responsible for promoting and protecting human rights around the 
world. The UNHRC addresses human rights-related situations in all UN member states. The 
UNHRC also addresses important thematic human rights issues such as freedom of association 
and assembly, freedom of expression, freedom of belief and religion, women's rights, LGBT 
rights, and the rights of racial and ethnic minorities.  
 
The international human rights agenda has been shaped by two important documents: the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) from 1948 and the Vienna Declaration and 
Programme of Action from 19932. After the adoption of the UDHR, the UN Secretariat 
established a UN department responsible for overseeing its human rights program3. In 1993, 
the World Conference on Human Rights in its Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 
recommended to the General Assembly that the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) be established4. Subsequently, the General Assembly created 
OHCHR in resolution 48/141 with the responsibility of coordinating the human rights agenda 
across all intergovernmental agencies and departments within the UN5. OHCHR is responsible 
for the substantive, logistical, and administrative needs of all UN human rights mechanisms, 
including core treaty-based bodies, thematic working groups, and HRC6. On 10 August 2018, 
Secretary-General António Guterres appointed Michelle Bachelet of Chile as High 
Commissioner for Human Rights upon approval of the General Assembly.  

As international human rights law evolved, specialized agencies within the UN system have 
also emerged due to the urgent need to respond to human rights violations7. Among these was 
the Commission on Human Rights, abbreviated as the Commission, which was an 
intergovernmental organization of the UN established in 1946 to address human rights 
challenges and concerns8. Responding to criticisms of “excessive politicization” of the 
Commission, recommendations were later made to replace the Commission with a human 
rights council. The United Nations Human Right Council (UNHRC) was created on 15 March 
2006 by resolution 60/251 as a replacement for the UN Commission on Human Rights. As of 
today, the Human Right Council is made up of 47 States responsible for the promotion and 
protection of all human rights around the globe9. 

 
                                                
2 UN General Assembly, Universal Declaration of Human Rights (A/RES/217 A (III)), 1948; UN World 
Conference on Human Rights, Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, 1993.  
3 UN OHCHR, Who we are: Brief History, 2018.  
4 UN World Conference on Human Rights, Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, 1993.  
5 UN General Assembly, High Commissioner for the promotion and protection of all human rights 
(A/RES/48/141), 1994.  
6 UN OHCHR, The Human Rights Council and the role of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.  
7 UN OHCHR, Who we are: Brief History, 2018.  
8 Ibid. 
9 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Home.aspx 
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The Council has the ability to discuss all thematic human rights issues and situations that 
require its attention throughout the year. The HRC is empowered to discuss all human rights 
related issues and addresses, through recommendations, situations of human rights violations10. 
It meets at the UN Office in Geneva. 
 
Several procedures and mechanisms have been set up to guarantee human rights protection 
which have been adopted by the Council to guide its work. Among them is the Universal 
Periodic Review mechanism which enables the committee to assess the human rights situations 
in all the UN Member States. The Council’s Universal Periodic Review has been shining a 
light on human rights abuses worldwide since it began in 2008, and has commenced the third 
round of fully reviewing the human rights records of all 193 UN member States in 2017. In 
addition, the Council also has as a mechanism the Advisory Committee which serves as the 
Council’s “think thank” providing it with expertise and advice on thematic human rights issues 
and the Complaint Procedure which allows individuals and organizations to bring human rights 
violations to the attention of the Council11. 
 
In addition, the Human Rights Council works with the UN Special Procedures established by 
the former Commission on Human Rights which are made up of special rapporteurs, special 
representatives, independent experts and working groups that monitor, examine, advise and 
publicly report on thematic issues or human rights situations in specific countries12. Ultimately, 
the Complaint Procedure enables individuals and organizations to bring claims on human rights 
violation to the attention of the Human Right Council.  
 
2018 was the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by the 
United Nations on 10 December 1948. The Universal Declaration is rooted in the principle that 
“all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” It remains relevant to 
everyone, every day. 
 
 
 
 

 

  

                                                
10 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Home.aspx 
11 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Home.aspx 
12 Ibid. 
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TOPIC: IMPROVING THE SITUATION IN YEMEN 
“Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all 
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world”.  
- Preambles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The armed conflict in Yemen which has torn the country apart since 2014, has killed and 
injured thousands of Yemeni civilians since it began. The United Nations is highly concerned 
by what is now called the worst humanitarian crisis in the world. The Human Right Council 
has repeatedly condemned violations of human rights and killing of civilians, including by 
denouncing parties to the conflict to exacerbate the situation by unlawfully impeding delivery 
of desperately needed humanitarian aid13. 
 
The Human Right Watch and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights have released alarming key figures: an estimated 3.65 million people have been 
displaced since March 2015 - more than 80 per cent of the population – and 53,240 families 
since January 201914. 14 million people remain at risk of starvation and death due to repeated 
outbreaks of disease, 800,000 Yemenis and 130,000 refugees were assisted through cash 
programming and 700,000 people of concern received core relief items15. As of November 
2018, 6,872 civilians had been killed and 10,768 wounded, the majority by Saudi Arabia-led 
coalition airstrikes according to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR).  
 
Michelle Bachelet, High Commissioner for Human Rights, urged states with the power and 
influence to end starvation and killing of civilians in Yemen, saying “violations by one party 
to the conflict do not give carte blanche to the others to fight back at all costs. Even wars are 
regulated by law – all parties to the conflict are bound to respect international humanitarian 
law and human rights law as applicable.”16  
 
HISTORY OF THE TOPIC 
The Yemeni Civil War is an ongoing conflict between two factions: the Yemeni government 
led by Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi and the Houthi armed movement. Both parties claim to 
constitute the official government of Yemen and have been backed up by supporters and 
allies17. Born in Sa’dah in northern Yemen, the Houthi movement – officially called Ansar 
Allah – is an Islamic political and armed movement that emerged in the 1990’s. 
 
                                                
13 Human Right Watch, Yemen, Events of 2018 Report (2018), retrieved on 3rd October from:  
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/yemen. 
14 IOM-DTM March 2019. 
15 Human Right Watch, Yemen, Events of 2018 Report (2018). 
16 Michelle Bachelet Statement,10 November 2018, retrieved from: 
http://ye.one.un.org/content/unct/yemen/en/home/news-centre/news/bachelet-urges-states-power-and-influence-
end-starvation-killing-civilians-yemen.html. 
17 Orkaby, Asher (25 March 2015), "Houthi Who?", Foreign Affairs. 
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The Houti movement mainly claim to support a more democratic non-sectarian republic in 
Yemen, making the fighting against corruption the focal point of their political program. The 
movement's asserted goals include combating economic underdevelopment and political 
marginalization in Yemen while seeking greater autonomy for Houthi-majority regions of the 
country18. The forces took part in the 2011 Yemeni Revolution, and in 2012 they boycotted the 
single-candidate election which gave Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi a two-year term of office. In 
2014, following a final accord extending Hadi’s mandate for another year, they refused to 
participate in a “unity government” denouncing the extension of Hadi’s power beyond the two-
year intermediary period19. 
 
Yemen’s civil war began in 2014 when Houthi insurgents and forces loyal to former president 
Ali Abdullah Saleh took control of Yemen’s capital and largest city, Sana’a, and much of the 
country20. The forces were primarily demanding lower fuel prices and a new government. In 
January 2015, following failed negotiations, the rebels seized the presidential palace leading 
President Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi and his government to resign21. On March 26, 2015, the 
Saudi-led coalition of Gulf states launched a campaign of economic isolation and air strikes 
against the Houthi insurgents in support of Yemeni President Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi 22. 
The United States supported the coalition attacks with logistical and intelligence support. The 
support of the Saudi-led coalition on behalf of the internationally recognised government 
against Houthis was the beginning of the humanitarian disaster in Yemen. 
 
As fighting continued, President bdu Rabbu Mansour Hadi rescinded his resignation and 
returned to Aden in September 2015. An effort by the United Nations was initiated during the 
summer of 2016 to broker peace talks between allied Houthi rebels and the internationally 
recognized Yemeni government23. In July 2016, the Houthis and the government of former 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh announced the formation of a “political council” to govern Sana’a 
as well as northern Yemen24. Nevertheless, in December 2017, Saleh lost the loyalty of the 
Houthis and called for his followers to take up arms against them. He was killed two days 
later25.  
 
Houthis have gained control of most of the northern part of Yemen's territory and have been 
resisting the Saudi-led military intervention in Yemen since the beginning of the conflict. The 
Yemen Civil war has been widely seen as an extension of the Iran-Saudi Arabia proxy conflict 
and as a means to combat Iranian influence in the region. 

                                                
18 Juneau, Thomas (May 2016). "Iran's policy towards the Houthis in Yemen: a limited return on a modest 
investment". International Affairs. 92 (3): 647–663.  
19 Blumi, Isa. Destroying Yemen: What Chaos in Arabia Tells Us About the World, p. 198. 
20 Human Right Watch, Yemen, Events of 2018 Report (2018). 
21 Ibid. 
22 Human Right Watch, Yemen, Events of 2018 Report (2018), retrieved on 3rd October from: 
23Council on Foreign Relations, War in Yemen (Global Conflict Tracker) retrieved 3rd October from; 
https://www.cfr.org/interactive/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/war-yemen. 
24 International Crisis Group, The Killing of Former President Saleh Could Worsen Yemen’s War, 6 December 
2017. 
25 Ibid. 
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INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK AND ROLE OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 
In 2017, according to the UN Strategic Framework for Yemen (2017-2019), parties to the 
conflict showed no signs of backing down from their demands and no peace signs to reach an 
agreement that would have allowed an easing of the severity of the humanitarian crisis26.  
 
Recalling on the situation in Yemen as one of the worst humanitarian crisis in the world, the 
United Nations has taken measures to restore the situation in Yemen, guarantee the safety of 
citizens and condemn acts of war. On April 14, 2015, the United Nations Security Council 
adopted a resolution demanding the Houthis to withdraw from all seized areas, to relinquish all 
seized arms, and established an arms embargo on the Houthis and forces loyal to former 
president Al Abdullah Saleh27.  
 
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Raad Al Hussein, issued a report in 2015 
on technical assistance and capacity-building on the situation in Yemen. The report 
recommended establishing an international mechanism to investigate alleged human rights 
violations. The report describes both alleged violations and abuses of international human 
rights law and alleged violations of international humanitarian law by parties to the conflict. 
Moreover, the report recommended establishing an international mechanism to investigate 
alleged human rights violations28. Following the report of the High Commissioner, the Human 
Right Council adopted a resolution requesting the High Commissioner of Human Rights to 
provide Yemen technical assistance in the field of human rights and to assist a national 
commission of inquiry29.  
 
In 2017, the Human Right Council issued a resolution calling on the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights to "establish a Group of Eminent International and Regional Experts on Yemen” 
to monitor and report on the situation of human rights in Yemen and carry out a comprehensive 
examination of all alleged violations and abuses since September 201430. The Experts’ mandate 
was renewed on 28 September 2018 through Resolution A/HRC/RES/39/16. Several reports 
have been issued containing the findings of the Group of Independent Eminent International 
and Regional Experts and a summary of technical assistance provided by the Office of the High 
Commissioner to the National Commission of Inquiry31. 
 
The Stockholm Agreement reached in Sweden on 23 December 2018 was a major step for 
finding an agreement between the Yemen’s Houthi rebels and the internationally recognized 
government32. The agreement was reached between the Government of Yemen and the Houthis 
under the auspices of the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Yemen Martin Griffiths. 
 

                                                
26 UN Strategic Framework for Yemen (2017-2019), p.3. 
27 United Nations Security Council, 14 April 2015, S/RES/2216. 
28 UNHCR 7 September 2015, A/HRC/30/31. 
29 UNHCR, 2 October 2015, A/HRC/RES/30/18. 
30 UNHCR, 29 September 2017, A/HRC/RES/36/31. 
31 UNHCR, 28 August 2018, A/HRC/39/43 ; UNHCR, 3 September 2019, A/HRC/42/17. 
32 Stockholm Agreement, 23 December 2018, retrieved from: https://undocs.org/en/S/2018/1134. 
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Following the accord, the Security Council adopted its resolution 2451 authorizing the 
establishment and deployment of an advance team to begin monitoring and to support the 
immediate implementation of the ceasefire and redeployment of forces33. 
 
On 16 January 2019, the Security Council unanimously adopted resolution S/2019/2452 
authorizing the establishment of a new Special Political Mission, the United Nations Mission 
to support the Hudaydah (Hodeidah) Agreement (UNMHA)34. On the 15 July 2019, the 
Security Council renewed the mandate of the UN Mission to Support the Hudaydah Agreement 
for six months until 15 January 202035.  
 

CURRENT SITUATION 
Historically as one of the poorest countries in the Middle East, Yemen was already in 
humanitarian needs arising from years of poverty and insecurity. Fighting has seriously 
compounded and worsened the situation in the countries, disrupting millions of lives and 
resulting in widespread casualties and massive displacement of the population36. After more 
than five years, civilians are still the first to suffer from the escalating conflict and ongoing 
hostilities as well as the severe economic decline. 
 
Civilians bear the brunt of the crisis, with 22.2 million Yemenis now in need of humanitarian 
assistance or protection assistance, an estimated 17.8 million are food insecure, 8.4 million 
people are severely food insecure and at risk of starvation, 16 million lack access to safe water 
and sanitation, and 16.4 million lack access to adequate healthcare. Needs across the country 
have increased steadily, with 11.3 million who are in acute need, an increase of more than one 
million people in acute need of humanitarian assistance to survive37. 
 
Houthi forces and forces loyal to the former president Ali Abdulah Saleh are currently 
controlling the capital. Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and the Islamic State of 
Iraq have also carried out attacks in the country38. On September 8, 2019, the Arab coalition 
including Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates urged separatists and President Abd-
Rabbu Mansour Hadi’s government to halt all military actions in south Yemen and prepare for 
“constructive dialogue” to end the crisis between the two allies.  
 
On September 28 September 2019, The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Yemen called on the 
United Nations and the wider international community to stand by his country as it struggled 
to cope with daily assaults and “terrorist aggression” at the hands of vicious, Iran-backed 
Houthi militias. He asserted that the Yemeni gorvermnet has endeavored to improve the 
economic situation and jumpstart development, with the implementation of an economic 

                                                
33 UNSC, 21 December 2018, S/RES/2451. 
34 UNMHA, 16 January 2019, Hudaydah Agreement. 
35 UNSC, 15 July2019, S/RES/2481. 
36 UNHCR, “Yemen emergency”, retrieved from https://www.unhcr.org/yemen-emergency.html. 
37 Office of the Humanitarian Crisis Affairs (2019), Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) Report 2019. 
38 Council on Foreign Relations, “Yemen in Crisis”  8 July 2015. 
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strategy. He also supported the outcomes of the comprehensive national dialogue and UN 
Security Council measures, particularly its resolution 2216 (2015), which demanded an end to 
the violence in Yemen and imposed sanctions on individuals it said were undermining the 
country’s stability39.  
 
As of today, the United Nations and the Secretary General António Guterres expressed deep 
concerned of the situation in Yemen. The Saudi-led coalition continues to carry out military 
operations and strikes in civilians areas, leading to counterattacks by Houthi rebels, meaning 
violations of UN ceasefire agreements. Moreover, Special Envoy for Yemen, Martin Grifiths 
warned that the initial Houthi-led attacks could be sounding the alarm that Yemen could be 
dragged further into conflict40. 
 
 
BLOCK POSITION 
The Saudi-led intervention in Yemen, also called the Arab coalition, was launched by Saudi-
Arabia in 2015 gathering nine countries from the Middle-East and Africa. The coalition is a 
military support in line with the call from the pro-Saudi president of Yemen Abdrabbuh Mansur 
Hadi. Moreover, the Ambassador of Saudi - Arabia to the United Nations was reluctant for 
humanitarian pauses, questioning whereas it would be the best way of delivering humanitarian 
assistance. On 12 April 2015, Saudi Arabia rejected Iran’s request about a ceasefire in Yemen. 
The international community has condemned the Saudi-Arabian coalition’s bombing campaign 
in 2014 which was also targeting widespread bombing of civilians areas. 
 
The United States has been interfering in the conflict since 2014, providing bombs to aid the 
Saudi forces and airstrikes in Yemen. U.S. assistance to the Saudi-led coalition has included 
providing weapons, sharing intelligence, targeting assistance, and aerial jet refueling. In March 
2019, this has led the United States Senate to pass a resolution to end US support of Saudi 
Arabia. It has since been vetoed by the President of the United States Donal Trump, and in 
May, the Senate failed to override the veto.  
 
Russia was the first country to call for “humanitarian pauses” in the coalition bombing 
campaign, bringing the idea before the United Nations Security Council in an emergency 
meeting in April 2015.  In 2018, Russia vetoed a draft resolution by the UNSC on the Yemen 
sanctions regime, objecting references to the Yemen Panel of Experts’ findings that Iran was 
in non-compliance with the arms embargo. 
 

  

                                                
39 UN News, At UN, Yemen Foreign Minister demands end to ‘Iranian-Houthi coup d’etat’, 28 September 2019. 
40 UN News, UN chief urges restraint following reported Saudi-led assault in Yemen,  21 September 2019. 
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CONCLUSION 
While enduring the conflict, Yemen has turned into the world's worst humanitarian crisis, with 
the population trapped in a relentless armed conflict and other forms of violence, which entail 
serious human rights violations and abuses and violations of international humanitarian law41. 
Conflict remains the main driver to the worst hunger in the world. Despite the United Nations 
repeated calls on all parties to facilitate access for humanitarians to reach people in need 
throughout Yemen, access is still insufficient. The conflict particularly impacts women and 
children putting them at higher risk of sexual and gender-based violence42. 
 
Yemen is facing a humanitarian catastrophe. Without help, many more lives will be lost to 
violence, treatable illnesses or lack of food, water and shelter43. As Ayman Gharaibeh, 
UNHCR Representative to Yemen, said:  “The world cannot afford to let Yemen slip into 
the abyss.”  
 
 
FURTHER RESEARCH 
When researching the topic, delegates should take into consideration these pivotal 
questions: How can the Human Right Council ensure progress is made with regards to the 
humanitarian assistance in Yemen? What other measure can the HRC and the United 
Nations can take to improve the situation in Yemen and ensure peacekeeping operation are 
correctly executed? How can the international community prevent voluntary and forced 
fleeing of civilians? What laws, policies, practices, and other mechanisms can be utilized 
to ensure that the local, regional, and international organizations work in close coordination 
with one another toward the prevention and protection of human rights in conflict areas? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                
41 OCHA, “Yemen: the time to act is now”, 19 September 2019. 
42 OCHA, “Yemen: the time to act is now”, 19 September 2019. 
43 UNHCR, “Yemen emergency”, retrieved from https://www.unhcr.org/yemen-emergency.html 
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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Office of the Humanitarian Crisis Affairs (2019), Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
Report 2019. 
 
OCHA is the part of the United Nations Secretariat responsible for bringing together 
humanitarian actors to ensure a coherent response to emergencies. OCHA also ensures there is 
a framework within which each actor can contribute to the overall response effort. OCHA’s 
mandate stems from General Assembly (GA) resolution 46/182 of December 1991, which 
states: “The leadership role of the Secretary-General is critical and must be strengthened to 
ensure better preparation for, as well as rapid and coherent response to, natural disasters and 
other emergencies.” 
 
Human Right Watch Reports. 
 
Human Rights Watch investigates and reports on abuses happening in all corners of the world. 
We are roughly 450 people of 70-plus nationalities who are country experts, lawyers, 
journalists, and others who work to protect the most at risk, from vulnerable minorities and 
civilians in wartime, to refugees and children in need. We direct our advocacy towards 
governments, armed groups and businesses, pushing them to change or enforce their laws, 
policies and practices. To ensure our independence, we refuse government funding and 
corporate ties. We partner with organizations large and small across the globe to protect 
embattled activists and to help hold abusers to account and bring justice to victims. 
 
UN Strategic Framework for 2017-2019 
 
This UN Strategic Framework is the result of a process of assessment, analysis, consultation 
and a great deal of reflection. This framework seeks to set out as clearly as possible what needs 
to be done to prevent the complete collapse of national capacity in Yemen, to restrict the 
humanitarian crisis from growing, and to support the ongoing efforts towards peace and 
security in Yemen.  
 
UNHCR – The UN Refugee Agency 
 
The personnel of the UNHCR works in 134 countries around the world, from major capitals to 
remote and often dangerous locations. Wherever refugees arrive, the agency works closely with 
governments to ensure the 1951 Refugee Convention is honoured. UNHCR has a number of 
information resources for staff, as well as governments, aid partners, academics and the public. 
UNHCR’s archives are useful for researching the history of our work and refugee issues. They 
are preserved in our headquarters in Geneva, where they are made available to researchers and 
the general public. 
 
 
 


