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The Human Rights Council 
Honorable future delegates, dear participants,  
 
My name is Charlotte Debeuf and I will be chairing the Human Rights 
Council at the first edition of the Brussels Model United Nations 
Conference.  

First of all I would like to welcome you at this council. I hope you are 
looking forward as much as I am to discuss the following topics: Israeli 
Settlements in Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) and Myanmar: 
The Situation of the Rohingya. The study guide below will help you to 
understand the main challenges of the topics. It is important to 
understand that further research is required but this study guide will 
guide you to do so. 
 
I would like to add that the Human Rights Council will be a place to 
debate, to compromise, for teamwork and most importantly: to learn from 
each other. Especially for the delegates that will participate for the first 
time in an MUN conference, MUN is like a sport, you learn by doing.  
 
Lastly, I foresee an interesting and respectful debate. Moreover, I hope 
we will be able to find realistic solutions to the faced challenges that 
include every delegates point of view. 
 
I look forward to meet you in Brussels. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Charlotte Debeuf, 
Human Rights Council 
BRUXMUN 
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The Chair 
 
Charlotte Debeuf, 20 years old

Charlotte	is	studying	Political	Science	at	KULeuven	University.	She	
has	already	participated	in	several	International	MUN	conferences	
both	as	a	delegate	and	a	chair.	She	was	the	Secretary	General	of	
the	LFCMUN	in	Cairo	in	2015.	For	her	MUN	is	important	because	
you	improve	your	speaking	skills,	you	learn	about	new	topics	and	
you	get	to	know	a	lot	of	interesting	people.	That’s	why	she	joined	

VVN	Youth	Leuven	this	year	where	she	is	MUN	officer.	She	hopes	to	teach	people	about	
MUN	so	they	become	as	passionate	as	she	is.	
 

Committee Background 
		
The	 Human	 Rights	 Council	 (HRC)	 is	 an	 inter-governmental	 body	 within	 the	 UN,	
responsible	for	strengthening	the	promotion	and	protection	of	human	rights	around	the	
world	 and	 for	 addressing	 situations	 of	 human	 rights	 violations	 and	 make	
recommendations	 on	 them.	 The	 HRC	 was	 a	 successor	 of	 the	 Commission	 on	 Human	
Rights,	which	was	established	in	1946	as	a	subsidiary	body	of	the	Economic	and	Social	
Council	 (ECOSOC);	 it	met	 for	 the	 first	 time	 in	 January	1947	and	established	 the	 initial	
steps	for	the	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	Rights.	The	Commission	was	then	assisted	
by	 the	 Office	 of	 the	 High	 Commissioner	 on	 Human	 Rights	 (OHCHR),	 which	 was	
established	 in	 December	 1993.	 The	 Commission	 was	 replaced	 by	 virtue	 of	 General	
Assembly	 Resolution	 60/251	 by	 the	 present	 Human	 Rights	 Council.	 The	 Council	 is	
currently	made	up	of	47	UN	Member	States	that	are	elected	by	the	General	Assembly.	It	
handles	thematic	(freedom	of	expression,	rights	of	minorities,	women’s	rights,	freedom	
of	 belief	 and	 religion,	 …)	 and	 country-related	 human	 rights	 situations	 through	 its	
sessions	or	special	procedures	(i.e.	Special	Rapporteurs)	
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Israeli Settlements in Occupied Palestinian Territory 
(OPT) 

The problem 
Israel has occupied multiple Palestinian territories during the Six-Day War and has retained 
control of most of these territories ever since. The international community has called upon 
Israel on multiple occasions to withdraw from these territories and respect the 1949 
Ceasefire line; but it has fallen on deaf ears. Israel continued managing these territories and 
even built housing for Israelis alone. The land on which the housing projects stand were 
allegedly bought through illegal channels, or bought forcefully from Arab or Palestinian land 
owners. Furthermore, Israel is building a boundary wall to separate the Israelis from others. 
This leads to restricted mobility of the Palestinians in these territories, aside from regular 
abuse, property destruction, and sometimes physical harm. 

Current situation 
Despite international condemnation, Israel continues to build settler homes especially in the 
West Bank. The Israeli government sets its target for addition settler homes to 12 000 for 
2017.1 The boundary wall is also causing a big controversy on the international community 
(except for the United States), some saying this amounts to racial or cultural segregation. 

Past international action 
The then Commission on Human Rights adopted Resolution 1993/2A on February 19, 1993 
creating a mandate for a ‘Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967.’ He/She is tasked to make a report regularly to 
the Commission, which then became Human Rights Council, and has done so every year, or 
when a certain resolution gives him/her an additional task. He/She has been reporting as 
well to the General Assembly since 2005.  
  

                                                
1 http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Israel-advancing-plans-for-4x-more-settlements-than-last-
year-507142  
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Timeline of significant events 
[1967 Initial Israeli Control ] 
As a result of a ceasefire agreement after 
the Six-Day War, Israel was given control 
over captured areas in Jordan (West 
Bank), Egypt (Sinai Peninsula & Gaza 
Strip), and Syria (Golan Heights).  It also 
extended Jerusalem’s borders onto the 
Old City in the east. 
 
[1972 ] 
Total settler population ~10 600. 
 
[1978 Camp David Accords ] 
Israel evacuated its citizens from the Sinai 
and returned the territory to Egypt. 
 
[1979 Security Council Resolution 446 ] 
This is the first major UN resolution 
against Israeli settlements. The United 
States and the United Kingdom abstained. 
  
[1981   Golan Heights ] 
Israel extended its laws to the Golan 
Heights. 
 
[1983 ] 
Total settler population reached 100 000. 
 
[1985 ] 
Settler population in East Jerusalem 
reached 100 000. 
 
[Dec 1987 First Major Insurgencies ] 
The ‘First Intifada,’ the first series of 
Palestinian insurgencies, began.  
Throughout the conflict, it took the lives of 
around 300 Israelis and 1200 
Palestinians.  
 
[1989-90 ] 
Settler population in the West Bank 
reached 50 000, on the Golan Heights 
10 000, and total population reached 
200 000. 
 
 

[1992 ] 
Settler population in the West Bank 
reached 100 000. 
 
[Feb 1993 ] 
The then Commission on Human Rights 
adopted Resolution 1993/2A, appointing a 
special rapporteur to investigate Israel’s 
violations of human rights in Palestinian 
territories occupied by Israel since 1967. 
The mandate is given “until the end of the 
Israeli occupation of those territories.” 
 
[13 Sep 1993 Oslo I Accord ] 
The Oslo I Accord was signed, ending the 
First Intifada. 
 
[1994-5 ] 
Israel began working on the West Bank 
barrier, total settlement population 
reached 300 000. 
 
[Sep 2000 Second Intifada ] 
After Ariel Sharon’s visit to the Temple 
Mount, the second series of major armed 
conflicts began between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authorities. 
 
[2001-2 West Bank Barrier] 
Settler population in the West Bank 
reached 200 000; total settler population 
reached 400 000. Israel approved the 
building of the West Bank Barrier.  
 
[Aug 2004 Gaza Strip Evacuation ] 
Israel evacuated settlers from the Gaza 
Strip and northern Samaria (West Bank). 
 
[2005 Second Intifada Ended ] 
The Second Intifada took lives of around 
1000 Israelis and 3300 Palestinians. 
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[Dec 2008 – Jan 2009 Gaza War ] 
Operation Cast Lead took place as a 
retaliation to Palestinian rockets fired to 
Israel. 13 Israelis and around 1300 
Palestinians were killed in the conflict. 
 
[June 2009 Obama’s Cairo Speech] 
Then US president Barack Obama 
declared that “the United States do not 
accept the legitimacy of continued Israeli 
settlements.” 
 
[Feb 2011 ] 
The United States vetoed a draft 
resolution condemning all Israeli 
settlements on OPT as illegal. 

 
[March 2012 ] 
The Human Rights Council adopted 
Resolution 19/17, in which an 
“independent international fact-finding 
mission” should be dispatched “to 
investigate the implications of the Israeli 
settlements on the civil, political, 
economic, social and cultural rights of the 
Palestinian people throughout the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, including 
East Jerusalem.” The conclusions of the 
report were welcomed by the HRC 
through a resolution in April 2013. 
 

Questions a resolution must answer 
• Which actions should the UN undertake against the Israeli presence in 

Palestine (keeping in the past resolutions in mind: what did not work? Etc)? 
• How can the HRC come to a compromise where both the United States and 

the United Kingdom agree on? 
• Can the UN support Palestine? How?  

Suggestions for further research 
 
The High Commissioner for Human Rights has a page dedicated to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. You can read more reports and resolutions on this matter here: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/MENARegion/Pages/PSIndex.aspx  
 
More about the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the OPT: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/PS/Pages/SRPalestine.aspx  
 
More about the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) on Israeli Settlements 
in the OPT: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session19/Pages/IsraeliSettleme
ntsInTheOPT.aspx  
 
B’Tselem -  The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories: 
http://www.btselem.org/topic/settlements  
 
Map of Israeli Settlements and Separation Routes in the West Bank (2012): 
https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/ocha_opt_settlements_FactSheet_December_201
2_english.pdf  
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Map of Israeli Settlements and Separation Routes in the West Bank (2014 - present): 
http://www.btselem.org/download/201411_btselem_map_of_wb_eng.pdf  
http://www.btselem.org/map 

Myanmar: The Situation of the Rohingya 

The problem 
The Rohingya (pronounced as Ro-hing-jǝ) are Arakanese (Indian origin) people, mostly 
Muslims, who live in the northern Rakhine [Rakhaing] state on the west side of Myanmar. 
They were recognized as an indigenous ethnicity after then-Burma became independent in 
1948; but after the military coup of 1962, they were gradually stripped of their political rights. 
In 1982, a new citizenship law has been passed, denying Rohingyas of their chances to be a 
Burmese citizen. In the years to come, politicians of allegedly Rohingya descent were either 
disqualified or imprisoned on the grounds of the 1982 citizenship law. Furthermore, the 
Rohingya’s right to free movement has been strictly restricted, businesses in the region have 
been taken over by monopolies, and public services have been gravely neglected.2 
 
Armed conflicts began in the Rakhine state in 2012 after a series of sectarian disputes 
between the Rohingyas from the northern Rakhine and the ethnic Buddhist-majority 
Rakhines south of the state. There were allegations that the military-controlled government 
encouraged retaliation from the ethnic Rakhines, and thus ignited the Rakhine State riots. 
On June 10, 2012, a state of emergency was declared in the Rakhine state, allowing the 
military to take over the administration of the region. 
 
Since then, the Rohingya have fled Myanmar mostly to Bangladesh. A substantial fraction of 
them have been taken to boats to Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand Andaman Sea and the 
Strait of Malacca. 

Current situation 
By the end of September 2017, the UNHCR, together with the Bangladeshi authorities, have 
reported that around 500 000 Rohingya have already fled from Myanmar to Bangladesh 
since August 2017 – in addition to 200 000 – 300 000 who have already fled Myanmar prior 
to the 2017 crisis. Another unknown variable is the number of Rohingya people who have 
been staying in Bangladesh since 1978. (See Operation Dragon King) 

Past international action 
In 1992, the then Commission on Human Rights adopted Resolution 58, creating a mandate 
for a Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar. The CHR particularly 
noted their deep concern on the continuing exodus of Myanmar refugees to Bangladesh, 

                                                
2 
http://www.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%2FDocuments%2FIssues%2FMinori
ties%2FWG%2F11%2FAsian_3a%2Edoc&action=view  
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among others. The Special Rapporteur has to report to the Commission, now the Human 
Rights Council, and the General Assembly. 
 
 
The Myanmar-mandated Advisory Council on Rakhine State, led by former UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan,  
 
On 26 September 2017, seven Special Rapporteurs, including the Special Rapporteur for 
Myanmar, have issued a statement condemning the persecution of the Rohingya in Rakhine 
State and urged UN Member States to take “concrete action to stop the Myanmar military 
and security forces from accomplishing their so-called ‘unfinished business’ of getting rid of 
the Rohingya minority from Rakhine State.”3 

  

                                                
3 http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22148&LangID=E  
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Timeline of significant events 
[4 Jan 1948 Burmese Independence ] 
Burma became an independent nation 
and opted not to join the Commonwealth 
of Nations, unlike other British colonies. 
 
[2 Mar 1962 Coup d’Etat ] 
General Ne Win and other senior military 
officials seized power and paved the way 
to socialism. 
 
[Feb 1978 Operation Dragon King ] 
The Burmese armed forces launched an 
operation to “disarm and expel Rohingya 
insurgents.” Around 200 000 Rohingya 
Muslims fled to Bangladesh in the span of 
the operation, which ended in June.  
 
[8 Aug 1988 8888 Uprising ] 
Widespread protests and demonstrations 
broke out around the country, grinding civil 
administration to a halt. The military 
responded by shooting to the crowds, 
citing suspicions of Communist infiltration 
in the masses. General Saw Maung 
overthrew the 1974 Constitution, declared 
Martial Law, and formed a military junta 
that would last until 2011. 
 
 
[1991-2 Operation Clean and 

Beautiful Nation ] 

Myanmar Armed Forces launched a large 
scale military operation, together with the 
Military Junta, as a response to the 
expansion of the insurgent group RSO. 
Another 200 000 to 250 000 Rohingya fled 
the country, most of whom to Bangladesh. 
 
[June 2012 Rakhine State riots ] 
After a series of small attacks, riots have 
spread between the Muslim-majority 
Rohingya and Buddhist-majority Rakhine 
people. The government issued a state of 
emergency on June 10th. 
 
[May 2015 Rohingya migration crisis ] 
Gravesites have been found in Thailand 
and Malaysia, which served as transit 
sites for fleeing Rohingya. These sites 
were run by human traffickers. 
 
[23 Aug 2016 Advisory Commission ] 
The Myanmar government established the 
Advisory Commission on Rakhine State.  
 
[26 Sep 2017 Geneva ]  
UN experts condemned the government of 
Myanmar and call to stop all violence 
against the Rohingya community and the 
serious human rights violations  

               

Questions a resolution must answer 
 

• What actions are necessary to stop the violence and violations of Human 
Rights Myanmar? 

• How can the UN help the Rohingya community now seeking refuge abroad? 
• Can the UN help the neighbouring countries to host the Rohingya community? 
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Suggestions for further research 
More about the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/MM/Pages/SRMyanmar.aspx  
 
OHCHR page on Myanmar: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/MMIndex.aspx  
 
The Advisory Commission on Rakhine State: http://www.rakhinecommission.org/  


